




Volume X, No. 3
October - December - 2020

Department of Communication
Bishop’s House, P.B. No. 1501, Rajkot - 360 005

E-mail :  rajkotbulletin@gmail.com
web. : www.rajkotdiocese.org



CONTENTS

Rajkot Bulletin, October - December, 20202

1.    Pastoral Letters and Circulars

2.    News from Bishop's House

3.   Seminarian’s Corner

4.    Department of Social Work

5.    News from Parishes 

6.    News from Mission Stations

7.    News from Institutions

8.  News from Religious Houses

9.  Birthday Babes

10.    Diocesan Chronicle

11.    Obituary

12.    Departed Souls

3

19

20

20

22

29

32

34

39

44

46

47



PASTORAL	LETTERS	
AND	CIRCULARS

CIRCULAR

Dear Rev. Fathers and Sisters,

Greetings from the Bishop's House, Rajkot!

The month of October is fast approaching in which we celebrate 
the Mission Sunday and the Rosary Devotion. This year the 

thMission Sunday will be celebrated on 18  October 2020.  The 
Mission Sunday is an occasion to promote the missionary 
activities of the Church. Faith by its very nature is missionary, 
and the celebration of the World Mission Sunday helps to keep 
the Christian faith alive in all faithful. The Mission Sunday 
Celebration invites us to renew our Missionary Commitment and 
support to Evangelization Efforts of the Church. 

I am enclosing herewith the message from our Holy Father Pope 
Francis for the World Mission Sunday 2020 - “ Here am I, send 
me” (Is.6:8). This year we are going to celebrate it in the 
background of the Covid-19 pandemic.  In this context it is an 
invitation to show our love of God and neighbour by our prayer, 
sharing and service. 

I request you to read the Mission Sunday Message of Pope 
th

Francis on Sunday 11  October 2020 in all our parishes and semi-
thparishes.  You can celebrate Mission Sunday on Sunday 18  

October taking care of the Covid situation. I earnestly request the 
parish priests and priests in-charge to make a collection for 

DOR/325 /2020
30 September, 2020
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Mission Sunday and send the entire amount to Diocesan Finance 
Department.  I also request the heads of religious houses and 
institutions to send your contribution to the Diocesan Finance 
Department. The collected amount will be sent to the Pontifical 
Mission Society.  You can give the amount by Cash, Cheque, D.D 
or by Bank Transfer to the following account. 

In the month of October we used to conduct 10 days solemn 
Rosary Devotion.  As we pray the rosary we meditate over the 
great events and sacred mysteries of the history of salvation. The 
traditional ten days Rosary Devotion in the month of October can 
be conducted taking the Corona situation of your place into 
consideration.

Invoking God's abundant blessing on you and wishing a grace 
filled time. 

Yours in Our Lord,

†Jose Chittooparambil CMI
   Bishop of Rajkot

Name of  the Account

Name of the Bank 

Account Number

IFSC  Code

Rajkot Diocese Trust

The Federal Bank Ltd.,  Rajkot

2310100026532

FDRL0001231
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Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Lay Faithful,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors”   (Lk 2:14). 

Once again we are going to enter into the Season of Annunciation 
or Advent. Giving His Son to this world was an expression of 
God's love for the world that it may not perish but may have 
eternal life (cf. Jn 3:16). Yes, the Lord out of His infinite and 
unconditional love for each one of us left heaven and took birth in 
the womb of Mother Mary and was born in a manger to tell the 
world that He loves everyone irrespective of our sinful 
conditions. He continues to be born in our hearts through the 
Holy Eucharist. The Holy One who left the heaven continues to 
be alive on the altar. He continues to be born in the hearts of 
millions of people all over the world and constantly renews their 
lives and draws them closer to Him.

The Lord identified himself with us and became a human being. 
He identified himself with the sinners. He is the Emmanuel – God 
with us. Christmas is a time we rejoice at the fulfilment of God's 
promises. God fulfils his promises and takes birth in mysterious 
ways. We cannot fathom God's understanding and wisdom. In the 
Apostolic exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate (Rejoice and be 
Glad), Pope Francis says, God infinitely transcends us; he is full 
of surprises. We are not the ones to determine when and how we 
will encounter him; the exact time and places of encounter are not 
up to us. Even when someone's life appears completely wrecked, 

DOR/355/ 2020        November 25, 2020

PASTORAL LETTER
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God is present there. If we let ourselves be guided by the Spirit of 
God, we can find the Lord in every human life (cf. GD 41, 42).

According to Pope Francis, Christmas reminds us that God 
continues to love us all, even the worst of us. To me, to you, to 
each of us, he says today: “I love you and I will always love you, 
for you are precious in my eyes”. He goes on to say, “Tonight, in 
the beauty of God's love, we also discover our own beauty, for we 
are beloved of God. In His eyes we are beautiful: not for what we 
do but for what we are”. Today the world is looking for true love 
and warmth. Today's youth needs to experience this warmth of 
love in their families. However, they keep searching for such love 
in the world. It is time that they return to the manger and see the 
tender love of the child lying in the manger. His tender smile takes 
away every anxiety and fear and fills the heart with true joy and 
hope that we are created in his image and likeness.

Season of Advent is also a time for prayer and fasting.  During 
this Advent let us intercede for the people entrusted to our care 
and to pray for all those who are struggling amidst global 
pandemic Covid-19. It includes thousands of doctors, nurses and 
health workers all over the world. Millions of people all over the 
world are left uncared for like the Child in the manger. Let us 
reach out with the tender love of the Child Jesus to bring joy and 
good cheer to the sick and the marginalized in our society. Pope 
Francis wants a church of the poor and for the poor. To imitate the 
poor Christ, this season of advent calls for a renewal of our inner 
selves to rid ourselves of every affluence, pomp and glory and to 
imitate the humble Child in the manger.

In order to take upon in His flesh the punishment that was due to 
sin, the Word becomes flesh and dwelt among us. The Word 
becoming flesh was an act of self-emptying from the part of God. 
It was an act of pure love in order to sanctify humanity. As we 
receive the Word that became flesh into our hearts in and through 
the daily Eucharistic celebration, Christmas also calls for 
sanctification of our own lives. It is when we have sanctified our 
lives, the holy Child of God can easily find a worthy place to 
dwell. The book of Joshua 3:5 says, “Sanctify yourself, for 
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tomorrow the Lord will perform wonders among you”. If the 
dwelling place is holy, the holy one will begin to work in and 
through us.  We begin to take up the mission of mediation just as 
he incarnated to liberate us from the power of satan, sin and death. 
The sanctified becomes the sanctifier. The prayer of the righteous 
is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and 
he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and 
six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and 
the heaven gave rain, and the earth yielded its harvest (cf. 1Kgs 
18:41-45; James 5:16-18). Thus, holiness makes us effective 
intercessors before the Almighty God.

To behold the Child born in the manger, we need to sanctify each 
of our senses to open our spiritual senses. The humble shepherds 
were eager to go and visit the newborn baby lying in the manger 
and they returned joyfully. Let us also prepare ourselves to visit 
the Child Jesus in the manger. The Lord has come once into our 
midst 2020 years ago in Bethlehem. Now we, as the Church, his 
bride, wait for his second coming, Parousia, in glory. The early 
Christian community expected an immediate return of the Risen 
Lord. But our Lord tells us that “about that day or hour no one 
knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come” (Mk 13:32). 

Jesus becomes man to teach us the ways of God which are 
unheard-of in human life. As Christians, let us work in unison 
with all the people of good will to establish a just and peaceful 
society and continue to pray for those who have not heard the 
message of Christmas: “God still loves the world”. The mysteries 
of incarnation will remain hidden to those who fail to welcome 
joyfully the Word that became flesh. The Word has to take birth in 
our lives. It is only when everyone has similar experiences of the 
shepherds that they too may live their lives glorifying and 
praising God for all that they had heard and seen. As Catholics 
called to spread the good news of joy, let us arise and awake to the 
need of the hour to be alert and to keep watch over the humanity 
from falling back into darkness. May the infant Jesus illumine 
and sanctify our lives to open for us the gates of heaven. May this 
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season of Annunciation, lead us to the inner realization that we 
are called by God to bring lots of spiritual blessings to this world 
as children of a loving Father. May the tender love of the Child 
Jesus bring inner joy to our lives. I wish you all a grace-filled 
Season of Advent. 

Yours in our Lord

†Jose Chittooparambil CMI
Bishop of Rajkot

N.B: This pastoral letter is to be read in all our parishes and semi-parishes 
th thon  Sunday, 29  November or 6  December 2020.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I wish to express my gratitude to God for the commitment with 
which the Church throughout the world carried out the 
Extraordinary Missionary Month last October. I am convinced 
that it stimulated missionary conversion in many communities on 
the path indicated by the theme: “Baptized and Sent: the Church 
of Christ on Mission in the World”.

In this year marked by the suffering and challenges created by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the missionary journey of the whole Church 
continues in light of the words found in the account of the calling 
of the prophet Isaiah: “Here am I, send me” (6:8). This is the ever 
new response to the Lord’s question: “Whom shall I send?” 
(ibid.). This invitation from God’s merciful heart challenges both 
the Church and humanity as a whole in the current world crisis. 
“Like the disciples in the Gospel we were caught off guard by an 
unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we are on the 
same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time 
important and needed, all of us called to row together, each of us 
in need of comforting the other. On this boat… are all of us. Just 
like those disciples, who spoke anxiously with one voice, saying 
‘We are perishing’ (v. 38), so we too have realized that we cannot 
go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we do this” 
(Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square, 27 March 2020). We are 

MESSAGE OF 
HIS HOLINESS 
POPE FRANCIS

FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2020

Here am I, send me (Is 6:8)
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indeed frightened, disoriented and afraid. Pain and death make us 
experience our human frailty, but at the same time remind us of 
our deep desire for life and liberation from evil. In this context, 
the call to mission, the invitation

to step out of ourselves for love of God and neighbour presents 
itself as an opportunity for sharing, service and intercessory 
prayer. The mission that God entrusts to each one of us leads us 
from fear and introspection to a renewed realization that we find 
ourselves precisely when we give ourselves to others.

In the sacrifice of the cross, where the mission of Jesus is fully 
accomplished (cf. Jn 19:28-30), God shows us that his love is for 
each and every one of us (cf. Jn 19:26-27). He asks us to be 
personally willing to be sent, because he himself is Love, love 
that is always “on mission”, always reaching out in order to give 
life. Out of his love for us, God the Father sent his Son Jesus (cf. 
Jn 3:16). Jesus is the Father’s Missionary: his life and ministry 
reveal his total obedience to the Father’s will (cf. Jn 4:34; 6:38; 
8:12-30; Heb 10:5-10). Jesus, crucified and risen for us, draws us 
in turn into his mission of love, and with his Spirit which enlivens 
the Church, he makes us his disciples and sends us on a mission to 
the world and to its peoples.

“The mission, the ‘Church on the move’, is not a programme, an 
enterprise to be carried out by sheer force of will. It is Christ who 
makes the Church go out of herself. In the mission of 
evangelization, you move because the Holy Spirit pushes you, 
and carries you” (Senza di Lui non possiamo fare nulla: Essere 
missionari oggi nel mondo. Una conversazione con Gianni 
Valente, Libreria Editrice Vaticana: San Paolo, 2019, 16-17). 
God always loves us first and with this love comes to us and calls 
us. Our personal vocation comes from the fact that we are sons 
and daughters of God in the Church, his family, brothers and 
sisters in that love that Jesus has shown us. All, however, have a 
human dignity founded on the divine invitation to be children of 
God and to become, in the sacrament of Baptism and in the 
freedom of faith, what they have always been in the heart of God.
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Life itself, as a gift freely received, is implicitly an invitation to 
this gift of self: it is a seed which, in the baptized, will blossom as 
a response of love in marriage or in virginity for the kingdom of 
God. Human life is born of the love of God, grows in love and 
tends towards love. No one is excluded from the love of God, and 
in the holy sacrifice of Jesus his Son on the cross, God conquered 
sin and death (cf. Rom 8:31-39). For God, evil – even sin – 
becomes a challenge to respond with even greater love (cf. Mt 
5:38-48; Lk 22:33-34). In the Paschal Mystery, divine mercy 
heals our wounded humanity and is poured out upon the whole 
universe. The Church, the universal sacrament of God’s love for 
the world, continues the mission of Jesus in history and sends us 
everywhere so that, through our witness of faith and the 
proclamation of the Gospel, God may continue to manifest his 
love and in this way touch and transform hearts, minds, bodies, 
societies and cultures in every place and time.

Mission is a free and conscious response to God’s call. Yet we 
discern this call only when we have a personal relationship of 
love with Jesus present in his Church. Let us ask ourselves: are 
we prepared to welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives, to listen to the call to mission, whether in our life as married 
couples or as consecrated persons or those called to the ordained 
ministry, and in all the everyday events of life? Are we willing to 
be sent forth at any time or place to witness to our faith in God the 
merciful Father, to proclaim the Gospel of salvation in Jesus

Christ, to share the divine life of the Holy Spirit by building up 
the Church? Are we, like Mary, the Mother of Jesus, ready to be 
completely at the service of God’s will (cf. Lk 1:38)? This interior 
openness is essential if we are to say to God: “Here am I, Lord, 
send me” (cf. Is 6:8). And this, not in the abstract, but in this 
chapter of the life of the Church and of history.

Understanding what God is saying to us at this time of pandemic 
also represents a challenge for the Church’s mission. Illness, 
suffering, fear and isolation challenge us. The poverty of those 
who die alone, the abandoned, those who have lost their jobs and 
income, the homeless and those who lack food challenge us. 
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Being forced to observe social distancing and to stay at home 
invites us to rediscover that we need social relationships as well 
as our communal relationship with God.

Far from increasing mistrust and indifference, this situation 
should make us even more attentive to our way of relating to 
others. And prayer, in which God touches and moves our hearts, 
should make us ever more open to the need of our brothers and 
sisters for dignity and freedom, as well as our responsibility to 
care for all creation. The impossibility of gathering as a Church to 
celebrate the Eucharist has led us to share the experience of the 
many Christian communities that cannot celebrate Mass every 
Sunday. In all of this, God’s question: “Whom shall I send?” is 
addressed once more to us and awaits a generous and convincing 
response: “Here am I, send me!” (Is 6:8). God continues to look 
for those whom he can send forth into the world and to the nations 
to bear witness to his love, his deliverance from sin and death, his 
liberation from evil (cf. Mt 9:35-38; Lk 10:1-12).

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion for 
reaffirming how prayer, reflection and the material help of your 
offerings are so many opportunities to participate actively in the 
mission of Jesus in his Church. The charity expressed in the 
collections that take place during the liturgical celebrations of the 
third Sunday of October is aimed at supporting the missionary 
work carried out in my name by the Pontifical Mission Societies, 
in order to meet the spiritual and material needs of peoples and 
Churches throughout the world, for the salvation of all.

May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization and 
Comforter of the Afflicted, missionary disciple of her Son Jesus, 
continue to intercede for us and sustain us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2020,
Solemnity of Pentecost Franciscus

©Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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In our country, the atrocities on Dalits Men and Women are on the 
rise. The land, where female deities are worshiped as power, 
knowledge, and wealth, has become the most unsafe place for the 
women. Facts show that the Dalit Women suffer the horrors more 
than the Dalit Men. For illustration, in recent months, many Dalit 
Women have been targeted, attacked, and brutally killed. We 
bewail the fact that justice often eludes the "Dalit-Survivors". 
While the perpetrators, backed by their political patrons, 
manipulate the law, and move around scot-free. 

Violence against Dalit Men and Dalit Women are often 
based on the caste prejudice. The perpetrators consider Dalit 
Women as mere objects to be used and thrown. In the core, unless 
such a discriminatory and dehumanizing mentality changes, 
there won't be a reduction in the crimes against our marginalized 
brothers and sisters. That's possible only when every family 
consciously and practically promotes at home the equal dignity 
and right of every child, boy or girl, and gives equal opportunity 
in education and self-actualization; every Community promotes 
equal participation in community affairs and decision making; 
every State has the stringent laws enacted and implemented 
without any discrimination or favor; voices raised fearlessly; 
awareness on the dignity of every human person spread 
throughout, and the victims fully supported legally, emotionally, 
spiritually and financially. 

Lamentably, the intellectual luminaries, human rights 
activists, civil society members, and the unprejudiced media are 

“Dalit Liberation Sunday”

Date: 8th November 2020

Theme: Challenging Caste: Affirming the Dignity of Dalit Women
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strategically silenced, while others become the mouthpiece of the 
power of the day and slaves of the privileged class.

Even the Judiciary, the hope of the citizen, seems struggling to 
collect the broken pieces of trust of the 'people of India'. In such 
depressing hours, we are assured of the consolation of a God who 
listens to the cry of the afflicted and rescues them with His mighty 
hands, as He did to the Israelites. We are not like the people who 
have no hope (IThes 4:13). Standing under the cross, Mother 
Mary saw her Son dying, but kept her faith alive. Love of Mary 
Magdalene did not die even after the death of Christ her 
“Rabboni”, who as a true Man did not allow women to be stoned 
or be despised; rather enjoyed their love, hospitality and support, 
and even marveled at the faith of the Samaritan woman. The 
imagery of “Sparrows” and “Numbered Hairs” (Lk. 12: 1-7) 
assures us of His care and protection.  

Having entrusted our hope in the mighty hands of the 
"God of the Poor, and the Liberator of the Israelites", we have 
dedicated 8th November as the Dalit Liberation Sunday to raise 
our prayers for the safety and dignity of the Dalit Women of our 
nation.

On this account, I request you all to share and spread the 
message to all parishes and villages to observe the day in prayers 
and reflection. May our collective thoughtfulness be our 
solidarity to the victims, grieving families, and the supporters; 
and reaffirm our commitment to bring JUSTICE & LIBERTY to 
Dalit women and promote EQUALITY & FRATERNITY among 
all humanity.

Your Brother in Christ,

Rt. Rev. Sarat. Chandra. Nayak

Chairman of SC/BC and OBC Commission, CBCI, New Delhi.
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NEWS FROM BISHOP'S HOUSE

Birthday of Bishop Jose Chittooparambil

There was a solemn gathering at Bishop's House to honour and 
felicitate our beloved shepherd Bp. Jose Chittooparambil as he 

th
celebrated his birthday on 10  December 2020. The Holy Eucharist was 
offered by Bp. Jose in Prem Mandir at 6:30 pm in which he expressed 
his emotion of gratitude to all the faithful, sisters and Fathers for their 

valuable prayers and support. Thereafter the community members of 
the Bishop's house as well the neighbouring communities gathered in 
the evening for the fellowship meal and felicitation. 

Birthday of Fr. Joychen

We celebrated the birthday our beloved Fr. Joychen the newly 
appointed Vicar General of the diocese in a very beautiful form. Fr. 
Joychen offered the Holy Eucharist in Prem Mandir along with his 
batch mates. He thanked all of them for their love and support while he 
broke the word of God. Soon after the Holy Eucharist all offered Fr. 
Joychen best wishes and prayers. Thereafter all of them gathered for the 
fellowship meal and felicitation.

Christmas Celebration

Christmas as we know it is the time of joy, happiness as we celebrate the 
rd

birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. On 23  of December the Navjeevan trust 
arranged the Christmas celebration in the Bishop's house campus. They 
prepared the food and gave it to all the working and non-working staff 
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in the Bishop's house campus. Rev. Fr. Joychen gave an inspiring  
message on Christmas. 

SEMINARIAN’S CORNER

The Blessing of the New Grotto

In order to deepen the Marian devotion in everyone who visits the 
Jeevan Darshan Minor Seminary, a new grotto of mother Mary was 

constructed at  our 
Seminary under the 
leadership of Fr. Tigin 
Kadaplackal the rector 
a n d  u n d e r  t h e 
e x p e r i e n t i a l 
craftsmanship of major 
seminarians. It was 
blessed on the 15th of 
December 2020 by Bp. 
Jose Chittooparambil 
in the presence of Bp. 
Gregory Karotemprel, 
a few priests, sisters 

and brothers of the Bishop's house campus. It indeed stands out as an 
example of love and devotion that brothers have for Mamma Mary.

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK

Primary Health Programme

= Relief Service:-

Navjeevan Trust is 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  2 
projects e.g. TIFSW 
and TICC Projects at 
Rajkot  and Morbi 
r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h 
Gujarat State AIDS 
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Control Society. We have facilitated to provide ration kits to 358 project 
beneficiaries of the project.

= Through the CHAI-LF project, Navjeevan Trust has provided home 
based physiotherapy support to the 20 selected children with cerebral 
palsy as per the assessment and recommendation of lead 
physiotherapist  of  CHAI-LF.

=�Navjeevan Trust provided 185 HIV & RPR testing and 310 Regular 
Medical Check-up for the HRG at Rajkot and Morbi during the month.

Child Development Program

= Navjeevan Trust started non 
formal education for the 80 
children especially for the 
under-privileged children at 
Ka runa l aya  Gram Vikas 
Kendra, Parnala and Jeevan 
Jyoth Ashram at Rajkot. We are 
not only aiming to spread 
education among the under-
privileged children but also 
work towards protecting the 
basic right to education of children. It provides the attitude, opportunity 
and exposure to good education.

= Celebrated Christmas for the 450 CBO members in grass root 
centers of Navjeevan Trust.

Youth Development Program

= Navjeevan Trust has providing adequate training in market-relevant 
skills aiming to create opportunities for the development of talents and 
improve the overall scope and space for the underdeveloped sector. 241 
youth from Rural and Urban have completed the training and placed 
them for the Employability.

Women Empowerment Program

= Provided awareness on personal hygiene and hand support to the 120 
SHGs beneficiaries in grass root centers of Rajkot and Jamnagar 
districts.
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=� Navjeevan Trust in 
collaboration with "Matru 
Seva Sangh Institute of 
S o c i a l  Wo r k "  h a v e 
completed the survey and 
assessed 100 widows from 
grass root centers.

=�Supported 52 women of 
S H G s  f o r  O r g a n i c 
cultivation and Nutrition program in Jamnagar &Surendranagar 
districts.

Agriculture and Animal Husbandry Program

=�Navjeevan Trust in support with NABARD started an LEDP 
program for 150 rural women to provide livelihood by creating a 
compost from the kitchen waste.

=�Provided training for the 100 FPO members to explain their roles, 
responsibility, methods and marking which is connected to future 
arming as the registered company of Agriculture.

NEWS FROM PARISHES

Sacred Heart Cathedral Church, Rajkot

The month of December came with the drooping temperature in the 
atmosphere and enveloping our city of Rajkot with the natural blanket 
of the morning haze. It seemed as if the nature itself is heralding the 
birthday of the Savior of the world. 

The month of December was of great joy and enthusiasm for the Sacred 
Heart cathedral parish family or the Prem Mandir -as it is commonly 
known- despite the strong restrictions of the pandemic Covid-19. 

The Exuberant Youth

As the covid-19 protocols were strict on the children and elderly, the 
youth of our parish rose to the situation and came to the forefront with 
their willingness to make the Christmas of the year 2020 a worth 
memorable one.
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The Crib

The youth took up the complete responsibility of making cribs both 
inside and outside the Church. The inside crib-work was undertaken by 
the girls and the outside by the boys respectively.

Reaching Out

It was really a gesture of 
empathy as we could reach 
out to some of our brothers 
and sisters in the slum in the 
outskirts of the city of 
R a j k o t ,  w h o  a r e  l e s s 
fortunate than we. Though 
the venturing out was led by 
the youth on Sunday after 
the Malayalam Qurbana, the 
entire parish community 
contributed to it either by 
presence, prayer or support by the supply of food provisions, blankets 
and other essential commodities to survive the biting cold of the season.  

Common Cleaning

As customary to the Christmas preparation of the parish, the entire 
community joined hands to spare their time after the Sunday Qurbana 
of the second week, to make the surroundings of the Church clean. It 
was coordinated well by the Parish Vicar and the committee members.

Spiritual  Preparation

Three days (21, 22 and 23 December) were kept apart for the spiritual 
purging of the parish community through the sacrament of 
reconciliation.

Visiting Houses With Child Jesus

Though the usual practice of taking the 'Child Jesus' to the houses 
followed by a jovial and jubilant carol group was not possible this year 
in the customary manner, it was carried out in a simple but meaningful 
way by visiting the families in smaller group focusing more on house 
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blessing, visiting the sick and the elderly and administering sacrament 
of reconciliation and Eucharist to them.

Christmas Choir

The Christmas this year was 
marked by a beautiful chorus 
choir of carol singing after the 
Christmas Qurbana in the night 
and before the Qurbana in the 
morning of the Christmas day. It 
w a s  e m b e l l i s h e d  b y  t h e 
uniformity in the dress code and 
voices and the selection of the 
songs. The days long practice 
and discipline had resulted in a 
beautiful rendition of the songs.

Christmas Day

We had the Christmas Eve mass in Gujarati presided by Fr. Joychen, the 
VG cum vicar of the parish, concelebrated by many priests and graced 
by the presence of bishop emeritus Gregory Karottambrel.

The Malayalam Qurbana was on the morning of the Christmas day at 
8:30. Both the masses had considerable participation of the 
parishioners despite the COVID-19 protocols and insecurities.

This year our Christmas celebration was restricted within the Prem 
Mandir premises and the general masses were not permitted to have the 
DARSAN of the Child Jesus.

Tournament

It was the long cherished 
dream of our parish 
youth to host a football 
t o u r n a m e n t .  T h e i r 
dream came true on 
27/12/2020 with support 
o f  t h e  V i c a r  a n d 
parishioners sponsoring 
and  suppor t ing  the 
event. There were eight 
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teams from various parishes and Christian denominations coming 
together sharing a common platform of Christian fraternity and 
sportsman-spirit.

Year Ending Day

stOn the 31  December, at 5 pm we began the Thanksgiving Eucharistic 
adoration followed by the Qurbana at 6 pm. All the programmes of the 
day were over by 7:30 pm as the night curfew was to begin by 8 pm.

Stella Maris Church Veraval

stAgandajapamala was conducted on 31 October at the Grotto from 7 am 
to 7 pm in Bhedia chapel and it was concluded with the Holy Mass.

First Holy Communion and Confirmation

It was a day of great joy and 
happiness for the Veraval 
parish as the four children 
received the most important 
sacrament in their life, the 
sacrament of First Holy 
C o m m u n i o n  a n d 

n dC o n fi r m a t i o n  o n  2 2  
November  a t  Verava l 
Church. Bishop Mar Jose 
Chittooparambil CMI was 
the main celebrant.

St. Mary's Church, Gondal 

It was a day of great joy for 
S t .  M a r y ' s  p a r i s h 
c o m m u n i t y  G o n d a l , 
because on that day, the son 
o f  M r .  L e o  K u r i a n 
Thuruthiyil and Mrs. Sonia 
Leo Thuruthiyil received 

th
Baptism on 4  November 
2020. He was christened 
Jordan Leo Thuruthiyil and 
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became a formal member of the Catholic Church. Rev. Fr. Thomas 
Kolamkuzhiyil CMI, the parish priest officiated the Holy Eucharist and 
the Baptismal ceremony.

Dayamayi Mata Church, Surendranagar

Holy Mass

thDue to COVID-19 pandemic, the last Holy Mass was conducted on 15  
th

March 2020.  After six months long gap it was re-started on 6  
September 2020 by following all COVID protocols by Rev. Fr. Joji 
Mathew.

Farewell to Rev. Fr. Joji Mathew and Welcome to 
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kalathil.

After three years of Lord's service in our parish, Rev. Fr. Joji was 
thtransferred to Kutch KVT.  A farewell progromme was arranged on 13  

September 2020. New Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kalathil took 
thcharge on 20  September.  He was given a grand welcome on the same 

day.  Fr. Sebastian made all church activities ward wise.

Mission Sunday

stMission Sunday was observed on 1  November 2020.  All the families 
contributed generously.  Due to Covid pandemic, we didn't have much 
celebration on that day.  But we had a small auction to raise collection 
for Mission Sunday.

Bible Quiz

With a view to make all parishioners active, a Bible Quiz from the 
ndGospel of St. Mathew was conducted on 22  November.  It was 

conducted under three different categories: Catechism students, Youth 
and Adults.  Prizes were distributed to the winners.

Dayamayi Mata Feast

th
Dayamayi Mata Feast was celebrated on December 4, 5, 6.  On 4   the 
festal celebration was started with flag hoisting. The Holy Mass was in 
Gujarati. Rev. Fr. Justin, Director of Shaktipura, Wankaner was the 

th
main celebrant.  On the second day (5  Dec.) Holy Mass was in 
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Malayalam and the main celebrant was Rev. Fr. Joji Mathew, Director, 
KVT-Raidhanpar. Last day's main celebrant was Mar Jose 
Chittooparambil, the Bishop of  Rajkot. This year we had three students 
to receive Holy Communion and six were to receive confirmation.

Christmas Celebration

In connection with Christmas, 
a Card making competition 
for Catechism students and 
Crib making for families were 

rd
arranged on 23  December. 
All the students and families 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
competitions. Prizes were 
given to appreciate and 
encourage them.  

New Year

stYear  ending  adoration  and  New  Year mass was held on 1  January at 
8.00 a.m.  Due to night curfew, it wasn't able to celebrate at night.

St. Joseph Church, Raidhanpar

Bible Festival 

We have conducted 
Bible Festival for all 
the Kids, Catechism 
children and Youth 
m e m b e r s  o f  S t . 
J o s e p h ' s  P a r i s h , 
Raidhanpar.  Fr. Joji 
Mathew, Parish Priest 
inaugurated the Bible 
Festival 2020.  In this 
Bible Festival we 
conducted various competitions such as Solo Song, Group Carol Song, 
Fancy Dress, Drawing, etc.  All the children participated actively in all 
these programmes.  Winners were given prizes.
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Crib Competition 

On the occasion of Christmas we the KVT family conducted Crib 
Competition for the families of our Parish.  Winners were given prizes.  

st
Mr. Sagayaraj & Family got 1  Prize, Mr. Sunil & Family & Mr. Pintu & 

nd rd
Family got 2  prize and Mr. Benjamin & Family got 3  Prize.

 Christmas Tabloid Competition at Diocese Level 

Youth  members  o f  S t . 
Joseph's Parish, Raidhanpar 
took part in the Tabloid of 
Christmas Crib competitions 
conducted at Rajkot Diocese 
Level.  St. Joseph's Parish, 
Raidhanpar youth members 
g o t  fi r s t  p r i z e  i n  t h i s 
competition.

Devmatha Church, Ribda

October Devotion

st
October Devotion of 10 days of praying rosary was conducted from 21  

st
and concluded on 31  with concelebrated Mass with Fr. Jibin as main 
celebrant. The presence of sisters from Lodhika doubled our joy.

Children's Day

53 Children from our centers participated in Children's day celebration 
rdof Navjeevan Trust and secured overall 3  position in the competitions. 

Christmas Preparation

We had set apart some time for recollection and confession in 
thpreparation for Christmas on 16  Wednesday for the Semi-

parishioners. Fr. JomonThomana animated us to have an immediate 
preparation for Christmas.  
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Olympiad

th
On 18  December 2020 we were able to bring 18 children from different 
schools to participate in the Navajeevan Gujrat Olympiad and are now 
eagerly waiting for positive results.

Christmas Celebration

rdWe had the Christmas celebration on 23  night as majority of our 
faithful are working in industries which have the weekly holiday on 
Wednesday. Fr. Lawrence made the day solemn with his presence and 
inspiring homily. Fr. Jibin along with the sisters from Lodhika joined us 
to make it more vibrant. 

Thanksgiving. 

th28  December we gathered around the Eucharist to thank the Lord on 
the occasion of Fr. Sebastian's completion of 25 years in the service of 
the Lord as priest. The presence of Fr. Cyril and Fr. Jibin along with the 
sisters made the occasion solemn. 

NEWS FROM MISSION STATIONS

Kutch Vikash Trust, Raidhanpar

Ration Kit Distribution

With Financial help from Navjeevan Trust we distributed Ration Kit to 
all the inmates of our hostels who are at 
present in their homes due to Covid – 
19.  All the children were called on a 
particular day to collect the Ration Kit.  
Those who were not able to come, we 
made Ration Kit available at their 
homes in our vehicle. Understanding 
the difficult situation of the people with 
the help of Daughters of Presentation 
sisters and FIHM sisters of Lodai had 
distributed ration kit for all families 
staying inside the KVT campus.
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 Basket Ball Tournament

Under – 17 Boys of Kutch Vikas St. Xavier's School participated in the 
District Level Basket Ball League Season – 3 conducted at Ghajwani 
College, Adipur on 12/12/2020.  Our school became the champion in 
this tournament.

Visit of  Bp.  Jose Chittooparambil to KVT

Bp. Jose Chittooparambil CMI, after a long time, made a visit to Kutch 
st

Vikas Trust on 1  December 2020. He met all the Parishioners of our 
Parish and Staff members of KVT.

Navjeevan Welfare Centre, Lodhika

Thanksgiving and Welcoming

As we already know the month of September was the month of transfer. 
Our dear father Saiju Mekkara M S P, after completing more than one 
year of service in Lodhika and Ribda has transferred to Kerala for his 
further studies. Dear father we specially thank you for your kindful 
service, strong support and unassuming presence among us and for all 
people in the village of Lodhika and nearby villages. We have 
welcomed Fr. Jibin Mooleparambil who belongs to Capuchin Order. He 
along with three fathers came from Kerala to the Diocese of Rajkot as 
the pioneers of capuchin mission in the Gujarat and Fr. Jibin OFM Cap. 
took charge as the director of the center.

L.E.D.P. (Livelihood Enterprise development Programme)

Navjeevan trust, Rajkot Organized LEDP Training programme with the 
help of NABARD and Caritas in the Navajeevan welfare centre 
Lodhika 150 women were 
well trained to make and 
use manure in natural. The 

th
training was started on 17  
August .There were 6 
batches with 25 members in 
e a c h  g r o u p .  C a r i t a s 
provided containers to 
make Bio – Gas. This 
projec t  was  rea l ly  an 
excellent method and a new 
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learning for the villagers to keep the village and surroundings clean and 
eco friendly using the natural manure. 

There were follow up programmes for this  LEDP programme on 
rdNovember 3  2020 Fr. Thomas  Mathew, NABARD directors and 

representative from government Navajeevan staff too had participated 
in it.

Education

As per every year, this year we had the children’s day celebration 
Navajeevan organized it on virtual platform. Many participated and 
received prizes. Navajeevan also had organized olympiad exam, it was 
online exam but because of the internet connectivity issue many 
students could not participate in it.

Christmas Programme

Every year we were conducting  Christmas programme with lots of 
people from  our villages , but this year we conducted it in a small scale, 

th
on 25   evening we conducted prayer session and “Sathsang”, people 
from our neighboring family, and some Christian families  had 
participated in it, there were  around 75 people. We specially thank 
Sr. Rosa and Sr. Seema who came over here to help us and making this 
programme more successful.

This year as a part of Christmas celebrations we could give 15 blankets 
for the people with the help of Navjeevan Trust, Rajkot and thanks to 
Fr. Thomas Mathew for supplying us with these blankets.

Asha Niketan Welfare Centre, Lakhtar

Silver Jubilee Celebration at Lakhtar

Sr. Libiya Jose has been 
serving in Lakhtar for 6 
years. She became the 
part of Lakhtar mission, 
learning the culture and 
language. She completed 
25 years of her religious 
life on 2nd November 
2020. 
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The Thanks giving Holy Mass celebrated on 2nd November 2020 at the 
convent chapel, in Lakhtar. The Holy Mass celebrated by 
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kalathil - the Parish Priest of Dayamayimata 
Church. Rev. Fr. Aneesh Thondiyil, Rev. Fr. Jeslin and Rev. Fr. Stanly 
co- celebrated. Though the Corona Virus created the distance between 
the people, the Jubilee was celebrated with the limited number of 
people.

Deepti Health Centre, Morbi

Sr. Tessy Thomas SH, with 
the help of Jilla Panchayat 
Morbi, distributed 228 kits 
for the KPS female ladies. 
Mr. R.K. Pandey district 
judge inaugurated the 
project.

Morbi child conducted 
Dosti week on the day of 
International Children's 
Day around 35 children and 
15 ladies participated in this program. We conducted different kinds of 
competitions for the children and the winners were given the prizes.

In the Month of December Balmandal online Olympiad exams were 
conducted and five of our children participated in it, we had different 
types of competitions for the Balmandal Children in virtual platform 
and we could get prizes from the program.

In the month of December we conducted Christmas program for 
grandfathers. Fr. Johnson CMI gave a beautiful message to the staff and 
participants.

NEWS FROM INSTITUTIONS

St. Xavier's School, Bhuj

Farewell and Welcome

thIt was 27  September, A day with mixed feelings of happiness and 
sadness. It was the day when we welcomed Fr. Jomon Vattachira to St. 
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Xavier's School family and bid farewell to Fr. Joby Kachappilly. The 
school auditorium was well decorated by our teachers. There were 
speeches, farewell song, welcome song etc. by our teachers. Both the 
fathers gave their blessings and prayed for the upcoming days. 

rd 
3 December – School Day Celebration

The St. Xavier's School – 
Bhuj celebrated Patron's 

rdDay on 3  of December in 
honour of  St .  Francis 
Xavier, the Patron Saint of 
our school. The function 
began in the church with a 
prayer by our principal Fr. 
Jomon and was followed by 
a procession which started 
from church and ended in 
school premises. After 
garlanding the statue by the 
Principal, every staff member including non – teaching staff paid floral 
tribute at the statue of St. Xavier, which was placed on the well 
decorated stage. It was followed by a prayer service, in which we 
prayed for the various needs. One of our teachers read about the life 
history of St. Xavier. Fr. Judy gave message of the day. Fr. Jomon 
appreciated and thanked every staff.

Christmas Celebration

A Christmas celebration 
rdwas arranged on 23  

December, though the 
students were absent 
and the situation around 
was grim. Fr. Judy, Fr. 
Nideesh, St. Xaviers 
family and the entire 
s taff of  S t .  Mary ' s 
School(Gujrati medium) were also present. The stage was beautifully 
decorated along with Christmas trees. A skit was organised 
representing the birth of Jesus Christ. Carols were sung by harmonious 
voices of teachers. There was a dance by angels and shepherds. Some 
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teachers expressed with delight what Christmas meant for them 
personally. There were also some games. Fr. Nideesh gave the 
Christmas message.

Dayamayi Mata School, Surendranagar

Dayamayi Mata Feast (December 8)

Dayamayi Mata School, Surendranagar celebrated the Feast of 
th

Immaculate Conception of Mother Mary on 8  December 2020, under 
the leadership of school Principal Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kalathil. 
Rev. Fr. Stanly, Principal of St. Joseph's School, Lakhtar was the Chief 
Guest. All the teachers from K.G. Section to Higher Secondary section 
had actively participated in it. Varieties of programmes like Aarti, group 
dance, group song, skit etc. were arranged by the teachers.

Christmas Celebration

rd
Christmas was celebrated on 23  December 2020 by the teaching and 
non-teaching staff with great enthusiasm. Mr. Anil Nair (PSI 
Surendranagar) was the Chief Guest and Rev. Fr. Stanly was the Guest 
of Honour.  Vice Principal Sr. Mareena had given the Christmas 
message.  Teachers arranged a beautiful skit related to the birth of Jesus 
which was the centre of attraction for all the viewers. It included Angel 
dance, Shepherd dance and Carol singing. Programme was concluded 
with Jingle bells.

NEWS FROM RELIGIOUS HOUSES

St. Ann’s Convent, Arambhada

Solidarity and Closeness to those in need

“This poor man cried and the Lord heard him.”  Ps. 34 : 6 

The church has always understood the importance of this cry. We posses 
an outstanding testimony of this in the very first pages of the Acts of the 
Apostles, where Peter asks that seven men “full of the spirit and of 
wisdom” (Act. 6:3) be chosen for the ministry of caring for the poor. 

We the sisters of St. Ann's of providence are chosen to follow Jesus 
Christ the poor and to see him in the poor and the needy. As we celebrate 
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the world day of the poor, 
w e  t h o u g h t  o f  d o i n g 
s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e 
physically and mentally 
disabled whom we have 
been serving food almost 
over 10 years, through the 
project called “Meals on 
Wheels”. These are the 
people who are lying on 
r o a d  s i d e s ,  r a i l w a y 
platforms, bus stations etc. 
without any food, clothes 

th
and shelter. 15  November 
was a day set apart to celebrate the world day of the poor with these 
people.

Usually the food for this project have been provided by the people of 
ththis place. on 15  November the food and blankets were sponsored by 

our community.

Vestition and Jubilee Celebration of Franciscan Clarist 
Congregation, Rajkot

th
17  November, 2020 was 
a  s i g n i fi c a n t  a n d 
memorable day for the 
F C C  s i s t e r s  o f  S t . 
Alphonsa Region, Rajkot 
as they celebrated the 
v e s t i t i o n  a n d  fi r s t 
profession of the novices 
Rashmi Kujur, Seema 
Beck, Arti Minz and 
Ermina Xess and the 
golden jubilee of the 
religious profession of 
Rev. Sr. Anto and Rev. Sr. Rose Tom. The ceremony was held at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Church, Rajkot. His Excellency Mar Jose 
Chittooparambil CMI, the bishop of Rajkot was the chief celebrant for 
the Eucharistic celebration. Rev. Fr. Joychen  Paranjattu, the Vicar 
General, Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Kallamullil CMI the Provincial Superior of 
Chavara vice province Bhavnagar, Rev. Fr. George Muttamthottil CMI 
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the vicar provincial of St. Xavier's Province Rajkot and  Rev. Fr. 
Sebastian OFM Cap. were the co-celebrants.

SABS, Amal Jyothi Region Rajkot

Golden and Silver Jubilee Celebration

O n  2 9 t h 
November we 
the s is ters  of 
A m a l  J y o t i 
Region SABS 
celebrated the 
Golden Jubilee 
o f  S r .  M a r i a 
Mangalath and 
Silver jubilee of 
Sr. Anet Kuruppanparambil at Christ Ladies Hostel, Rajkot. The 
Eucharistic celebration was presided over by His Excellency Bishop 
Jose Chittooparambil CMI, Bishop of Rajkot Diocese. It was attended 
by many Fathers and Sisters from different communities. God did not 
see your ability or disability but your availability to fulfill your role in 
the Kingdom of God. We appreciate your commitment and dedication 
for the past 50 and 25 years of vowed life. You are precious to us and we 
thank you for your generous service to the Congregation and the society 
in different places to various people. Congratulations Sisters!!!

Christmas Celebration

We SABS Sisters had a meeting and 
decided to help the people nearby our 
Regional House during Christmas. We 
decided to help the 30 houses who are 
engaged in different works and other 
daily works and stay nearby our convent 
and various slums, where we found poor 
people struggle to get their daily meals 
due to the Covid-19. We distributed them 
Wheat, Rice, Dal and Oil. We also 
distributed the mask and sanitizers for the 
poor people around us. 
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Alphonsa Generalate, Rajkot

New Constitutions

I t  w a s  a  p r o u d 
m o m e n t  f o r  t h e 
S o c i e t y  o f  S a i n t 
Alphonsa as Bp. Mar 
Jose Chittooparambil 
released our revised 
constitutions and the 
d i r e c t o r y  o n  6 
October 2020. The 
first copy was handed 
over to Sr. Jessy SSA, Superior General. Then he handed over a copy 
each to all the participants. 

New Spiritual Animator

For the better spiritual animation of the members of SSA, Bp. Mar Jose 
appointed Rev. Sr. Benno CMC as the spiritual animator of the Society. 
Thank you dear bishop and best wishes and prayers dear Sr. Benno. We 
hope all the members will benefit a lot from this new appointment.

Renewal Programme

A six day renewal program for the sisters in the Society of Saint 
 Alphonsa was held from 6 to 11October 2020 at Alphonsa Generalate, 

Rajkot.  These six days were indeed days of spiritual joy and a time for 
forming oneself, creating ripples of change, enkindling the Divine 
Mercy of God and reinventing the spirit of the charism of the Society. 

The program commenced with an introductory talk by Bp. Mar Jose 
Chittooparambil CMI. The Bishop in his address highlighted that the 
prime need and base of our religious life are our prayer life and our 
community life.

On the following five days, we were guided by Rev. Fr. James Thayil 
CMI the director of the SSA and Sr. Benno CMC the Spiritual animator 
of the SSA.

On the last day we had a meeting with His Excellency Bp. Mar Jose. In 
an open and spontaneous dialogue, we were able to present the reality of 
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our spiritual life, community life and mission. The meeting concluded 
with Eucharistic celebration. Seven Junior Sisters of the Society of 
Saint Alphonsa renewed their religious vows with renewed spirit and 
enthusiasm during the holy Eucharist, celebrated by Bp. Mar Jose 
Chittooparambil CMI and Rev. Fr. James Thayil CMI the director of 
SSA.

 SSA Superiors' Meet

stThe Superiors of SSA had an animation program on 1  Nov. 2020. The 
programme comprised of input session by Rev. Sr. Benno CMC. She 
highlighted the importance of being spiritual leaders in the community 
who can influence the lives of others positively. She also reminded us of 
our responsibilities as mentioned in the Constitutions of the Society. 

SSA Juniors' Meet

Life offers us a number of opportunities to shine and polish the gift of 
vocation. To strengthen our spiritual life and to deepen our prayer life of 
the mission ahead of us, the Society of Saint Alphonsa conducted one 

thday program for the Junior Sisters on 11  Nov. 2020. Rev. Sr. Benno 
CMC empowered them with enriching inputs and spiritual direction. 
The junior sisters actively attended it and benefitted a lot from it.

Birthday of  Bishop Jose Chittooparambil

th
14 December 2020 was 
a day of great joy for the 
s o c i e t y  o f  S a i n t 
Alphonsa as we had 
celebrated the birthday 
of our beloved Bp. Jose 
Chittooparampil CMI. 
The celebration began 
with the Holy Eucharist 
o ffi c i a t e d  b y  H i s 
Excellency Bp. Mar 
Jose  along with Rev. 
Fr. Benny Moonjely the 
C h a p l a i n  o f  S S A 
Generalate, thereafter cultural fiesta put up by our aspirants followed by 
dinner. We also had the novitiate entrance of our postulant on the same 
day.
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1-Jan Sr. Aleena Velukuzhi CMC Jam-khambhalia

2-Jan Sr. Lalita Vasava CM Junagadh

2-Jan Sr. Valsa Raraplackal DSS Junagadh

2-Jan Sr. Dona Maria Ponnambal SABS Nanikattechi

2-Jan Sr. Mercy Plamparampil SABS Rajkot Amal Jyothi

3-Jan Sr. Asha Augustine Parackal SSA Motadevaliya

4-Jan Sr. Jyothi Jees Onattu FCC Ribda

4-Jan Fr. Jojy Mathew Thengathara KVT-Raidhanpar

5-Jan Fr. Valiyaparambil Jino Wardha

5-Jan Sr. Mary Vandana  De Souza AC Gandhidham

5-Jan Sr. Pushparani Tirkey CM Junagadh

5-Jan Sr. Silvy  Vallomthadathil CMC Upleta

6-Jan Sr. Aleena Baby Kunnathu CMC Rajkot

6-Jan Sr. Vineeta Kureekattu OSA Hamirpar

6-Jan Sr. Merin Puthettu SH Gadhada

7-Jan Sr. Dona Augustine Oliyanickal DPMT Mandvi

8-Jan Sr. Christeena Kottanadan CMC Rajkot

9-Jan Fr. Poovakottu Vinod Junagadh

9-Jan Sr. Smitha Pittappillil CMC Ranpar

9-Jan Sr. Gillet Perumbil SD Veraval

9-Jan Sr. Viji  Parappillil DP Adipur

10-Jan Fr. Thottathimyalil Paulson Jetpur

10-Jan Sr. Chandrika Parmar CM Junagadh

10-Jan Sr. Mariella Changalatha CMC Bhuj

12-Jan  Fr. Kollassery Joby Rajula

12-Jan Sr. Magdalen D'Costa CCV Marubaug

13-Jan Sr. Silvi Olekkengal  FCC Rajkot-Vimal

13-Jan Sr. M. Mariosa Soreng MC Rajkot

14-Jan Sr. Lincy Edavakandathil SH Morbi

Birthday
Babes
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14-Jan Sr. Subi Parackal SSA Sihor

14- Jan Sr. Elizabeth Chirackal CCV Merubaug

15-Jan Fr. Thazhathuveettil Dionish Jamjodhpur

15-Jan Sr. Soumya Mundackal CMC Porbandar

15-Jan Sr. Jane Madassery OP Porbandar

15-Jan Sr. Merly Puthenpura SH Gadhada

16-Jan Sr. Riny Paul Aluckal FCC Nadappa

16-Jan Sr. Pushpa Lakra FCC Rajkot-Clara

17-Jan Sr. Raisy Philip Koodapattu SMC Tokrala

18-Jan Sr. Lissa  Poonattu CMC Upleta

19-Jan Sr. Treesa Mathew Peedikaparambil DSS Junagadh

19-Jan Sr. Liz Maria Thekkepookombil SABS Rajkot Amal Jyothi

20-Jan Sr. Tessy Augustine Eruvelikunnel SH Mahuva

23-Jan Fr. Puthussery Antony Delhi

23-Jan Sr. Jacintha Kallidukkil SABS Rajkot Amal Jyothi

24-Jan Sr. Bineeta Grace Kanjiramalayil SABS Rajkot Christ Ladies Hostel

25-Jan Sr. Suguna Kachappilly CMC Bhuj

26-Jan Sr. Ranjana Puthuva CMC Mankuva

26-Jan Sr. Margari Uthuppan SD Hapa

27-Jan Sr. Miriam Thuruthipallil CCV Bhavnagar

28-Jan Sr. Tasmina Ranjivi Parmar DP Generalate

28-Jan Sr. Elizabeth Koyickal SH Gadhada

31-Jan Sr. Joselin Joseph Anthinattu DPMT Nakhatrana

31-Jan Sr. Anto  Kallidukkil FCC Gundala

31-Jan Sr. Prabha FCC Rajkot- clara

2-Feb Sr. Rose Mary Kanikyathzhe SABS Nanikattechi

3-Feb Fr. Thenamkuzhiyil Binesh Dhranagdhara

3-Feb Sr. Linsa Mulakukodiyanickal FCC Jasdan

4-Feb Sr. Zavera MC Rajkot

5-Feb Sr. Minoti Hukait FCC Nadappa

5-Feb Fr. Sebastian Manyanickal OFM Cap. Ribda

7-Feb Sr. Nessy    Thiyadi FCC Bhimrana

8-Feb    Fr. Uppumackal Joseph   Dolti

8-Feb Sr. Firona Asari CCV Bhavnagar
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8-Feb Sr. Krupa Palakuzhiy SABS Rajkot Amal Jyothi

9-Feb Fr. Vattothu Salas Rajkot

9-Feb Sr. Nimisha Joseph Kunnumpurath FCC Rajkot-Clara

10-Feb Fr. Mangalamkunnel Jose Chottila

10-Feb Fr. Kallampallil Joseph Botad

10-Feb Sr. Alina Therese MC Rajkot

11-Feb Sr. Valsa Mandothy DP Vasavad

11-Feb Sr. Merlin Philip DPMT Mandvi

11-Feb Sr. Smitha Chittilapally FCC Rajkot-Vimal

12-Feb Sr. Teslin Thekkecheriankal FCC Chitra

12-Feb Fr. Joby Joseph Pendanath Adipur

14-Feb Sr. Joice   SD Gandhidham

14-Feb Sr. Grace Kollamparampil SH Dolati

14-Feb Sr. Talisa Ekka SH Mahuva

15-Feb Sr. Binu Edathiparambil DP Bhuj

16-Feb Fr. Vadakkekara Sibu Chitra

18-Feb Sr. Cecile Mathew SSpS Rajkot

18-Feb Fr. Ajilesh Varghese  Moozhikachalil Raidhanpar

19-Feb Sr. Pauline Ambooken Mundra

20-Feb Fr. Kadaparambil Johnson  Morbi

20-Feb Sr. Biji Edathiparambil DP Adipur

21-Feb Sr. M.Flovina  Kispota MC Morbi

21-Feb Sr. Libia Jose Nadukkara SMC Lakhtar

22-Feb Sr. M. Clare Agness MC Morbi

22-Feb Sr. Johnsia MC Rajkot

22-Feb Sr. Subha Kayyalaparambil SJC Rajkot

22-Feb Bro. Bony Mathew Kokkandathil Sihor

23-Feb Mar Dominic Kokkat CST Bishop Emeritus of Gorakhpur

24-Feb Sr. Lucy Joseph Manolickal DP Germany (Osnabreuck)

24-Feb Sr. Anjala Maria Kumbidiyamackal  Dhrangadhra

25-Feb Sr. Franciline Uthuppan SD Gandhidham

28-Feb Sr. Smini Thomas Chirackal DPMT Mandvi

28-Feb Sr. Elisa Menacherry SdP Rajkot

1-Mar Fr. Karikkattu Joseph Jamjodhpur

Rajkot Bulletin, October - December, 2020 41



1-Mar Sr. Ajaya Palatty SD Veraval

1-Mar Fr. Thomas Nadakalan Rajkot - Christ Hospital

3-Mar Sr. Sinija Chakkien DP Anjar

3-Mar Sr. Treesa Puthussery DP Kalawad

3-Mar Sr. Jessy Chennamparambil OP Porbandar

3-Mar Sr. Keerthana Assariparambil SABS Rajkot Christ Ladies Hostel

3-Mar Mar Jose Pulickal Bishop of Kanjirappally

4-Mar Fr. Thandappilly Jaimon Germany

5-Mar Fr. Christanand Girnar, Atmeshwar

5-Mar  Fr. Puthukulangara Abraham Vapi

5-Mar Fr. Jomon Vattachira Bhuj

6-Mar Sr. Meena David LD Bhavnagar

6-Mar Bro. Niljo Johnson Varakukalayil Ujjain

7-Mar Sr. Vimala Metilda Chinnaparaj FIHM Rapar

7-Mar Sr. Sophia Thomas Mangattu SSA Kuda

7-Mar Fr. Jomon Thommana Rajkot- Christ College

8-Mar Sr. Saumini  Parangamalil CMC Mankuva

8-Mar Sr. Tesilla Puthenveettil SH Morbi

9-Mar Fr. Uruliyanickal George Dhroliya

9-Mar Sr. Sophia Jees Nambadan FCC Bhimrana

10-Mar Sr. Jolly Thuruthikattil DP Malayattoor

10-Mar Sr. Jency Vayampoor SSA Rajkot- Jyoti Nivas

10-Mar Sr. Jessy Mathew Thoombukal SSA Rajkot-Alphonsa Generalate 

10-Mar Sr. Anjali John  SSpS Rajkot

10-Mar Bro. Albin Francis  Ujjain

11-Mar Sr. Lini Kuruthukulangara DP Germany (Osnabreuck)

12-Mar Fr. D'Souza Simon Rajkot

12-Mar Sr. Angel Maria Mulloor DP Bhuj

13-Mar Sr. Deepa Vadakepurathan DP Bishop's House

13-Mar Sr. Elsy Paul Chakumkal DPMT Raidhanpar

13-Mar Sr. Prasannadevi Kunnappillil Hermit Junagadh

14-Mar Fr. Thandappilly Anthony Aluva

14-Mar Fr. Korackal Joseph (Saju) Germany

14-Mar Sr. Karen Noronha Peter CCV Merubaug
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15-Mar Sr. Smitha Joseph Kochukudiyil DPMT Nakhatrana

15-Mar Sr. Saritha Stanley Puthenvettil Pukode DSS Bagasara

16-Mar Sr. Jhunu Nayak DP Generalate

16-Mar Sr. Gracy Augustine Edakara SH Bhavnagar

17-Mar Fr. Areeplackal Pius UK

18-Mar Fr. Elavummoottil Judy KJT- Bhuj

18-Mar   Fr. Cheeramkunnel Thomas Porbandar

18-Mar Fr. Tigin Mathew  Kadaplackal Rajkot

19-Mar Sr. Jees Maria Avarappattu CMC Porbandar

19-Mar Sr. Sheeba Augustine Kuruveettil FCC Wankaner Nirmala

19-Mar Sr. Sheena Pathiyil SSA Rajkot- Jyoti Nivas

20-Mar Sr. Sagaya Mary Senna e SA Varvala

21-Mar Sr. Sophia Mary Palavila DP Generalate

21-Mar Sr. Preethy Arackaparambil SJC Rajkot

22-Mar Fr. Thayil James Rajkot

22-Mar Sr. Anu Mathew Paimpallikunnel DPMT Nakhatrana

22-Mar Mar John  Nellikunnel Bishop of Idukki

23-Mar Fr. Puravakkatt Joseph USA

23-Mar Sr. Shital K Parmar CCV Gogha

23-Mar Sr. Sindhu Varghese DP Germany (Bremen)

23-Mar Sr. Catherin Sihor

24-Mar Fr. Anish Thondiyil   Parnala

25-Mar Sr. Reena Thomas CCV Bhavnagar

25-Mar Sr. Lilly Noronha SA Arambhada

25-Mar Sr. Rosy Joseph Urulel SA Jamnagar

26-Mar Fr. Vadakel George Rajkot

26-Mar Sr. Lisset Vadakkekara CMC Chachana

27-Mar Sr. Alka Vaghela AC Gandhidham

27-Mar Sr. Maria George Parikkapallil DPMT Mandvi

28-Mar   Fr. Aryasseril Joyce Mahuva

28-Mar Sr. Shobha Dominic Naduvathumuryil SSA Motadevaliya

28-Mar Sr. Litty Sebastian Thandel SSA Rome

29-Mar Sr. Christeena Muthalakkavil SABS Parnala

31-Mar Sr. Sini Devasia Mylaparambil DPMT Mandvi
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October 2020

01 : Caritas India Virtual Meeting

04 : Holy Mass and Class at SSA Jyoti Nivas

05 : Personal meeting with SSA Candidates 

08 : Syro Malabar Bishop's meeting with Nuncio 

09 : Interview in Christ Institute of Management

11 : Holy Mass and Vows renewal of SSA sisters at SSA 
Generalate 

12 : Bishop attended online WRSS General body meeting

 : Bishop attended online UCPI meeting

17 : Holy Mass and met seminarians at Sacred Heart Minor 
Seminary, Gondal

21 : Bishop attended CBCI webinar meeting regarding FCRA

22 : Bishop had a meeting with FCC Novices

 : Bishop met SSPS Sisters

24 : Holy Mass at Jeevan Darsan Minor Seminary, Rajkot

27 : Curia Meeting

 : Holy Mass at Dev Priya Generalate, Rajkot

28 : Bishop participated online CBCI meeting

29 : Bishop met FCC sisters of Rajkot

 : Bishop visited Vajadi DP Novitiate house and took class for 
the novices 

31 : Bishop attended a webinar meeting of Mission league of 
Kothamangalam Diocese.

Diocesan Chronicle
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November2020

01 : Holy Mass and Convent blessing of SSPS sisters of Rajkot

02 : Bishop had meeting with the provincial superior of SSPS 
congregation Sr. Manju SSPS

 : Bishop had meeting with DP General Councilors

08 : Inaugurated the Marriage Preparation Course  

12 : Online annual retreat for priests started and retreat preacher 
was Bp. Mar Laurence Mukkuzhy 

17 : First Profession and Golden jubilee celebration of FCC 
sisters at Prem Mandir Rajkot

21 : Interview in Christ Institute of Management

22 : First Holy Communion and Confirmation at Veraval 

23 : Holy Mass at SSA Generalate 

26 : Bishop attended online monthly recollection of Syro 
Malabar Bishops  

27 : Holy Mass at DP Convent, Kalawad

28 : Holy Mass at Dev Priya Aspirant's house, Rajkot

29 : Golden and Silver Jubilee celebrations of SABS sisters at 
Christ Ladies Hostel, Rajkot

December 2020

01-05  : Bishop visited all the centers in Kutch zone

06 : First Holy Communion and Conformation at Dayamayi 
Matha Church, Surendranagar

08 : Holy Mass at Prem Mandir Church, Rajkot

 : Bishop gave online Christmas message to Catechism 
Department of Ernakulam Diocese

09 : Holy Mass and Convent blessing of SD sisters, Veraval

10 : Holy Mass and Birthday Celebration in Bishop's house

11 : Bishop attended webinar meeting of WRBC and WRSSF
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12 : Holy Mass at DP Generalate, Rajkot

13 : Bishop laid the foundation stone for new Clergy house at 
Chachana

 : Holy Mass at SJC Convent, Rajkot

14 : Holy Mass at SSA Generalate, Rajkot

17 : Bishop gone to Kerala for Priestly Ordinations

25 : Chr is tmas  Holy  Mass  a t  Assumpt ion  Church , 
Neeleswaram, Kerala

28 : Priestly Ordination of Dn. Inson Appassery CMI at 
Perumthuruthu, Kerala

29 : Priestly Ordination of Dn. Jerry Chacko CMI at Manjapra, 
Kerala

30 : Priestly Ordination of Dn. Anoop Vadakumchery CMI at 
Edanad, Kerala

31 : Jubilee Holy Mass of sisters at Kothamangalam

Bishop Jonas Thaliath CMI
November 7, 1981 

Fr. Joseph Madhuravely CMI
December 19, 2013 

OBITUARY
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Departed	
Souls	

Ÿ October 27 - The beloved paternal uncle of Sr. Rose Mary SABS 
(NaniKatechi) Rev. Fr. Joseph Manikyathaze (92) Arch Diocese of 
Thalassery.

Ÿ October 28 - Mr. Joseph Augustine (83), the beloved elder brother 
of Sr. Tessy Augustine  S.H. Mahuva.

Ÿ October 29 - Mrs.Thresia (93), the beloved maternal grandmother 
of Fr. Baiju Veliyath.

Ÿ November 1 - Rosa Therakam (87) the beloved mother of 
Fr. George Therakam and aunty of  Fr. Thomas K.

Ÿ November 12 - Mr. A.O Thomas (91), the beloved father of Sr. Jees 
Maria C.M.C.

Ÿ November 14 - Mrs. Crispin Denzil James, the beloved sister of Sr. 
Maggie D'Costa.

Ÿ November 26 - Genil (One year old), the nephew of Sr. Kusum DP.

Ÿ December 8 - Mr. George  Vadakedathu (56) the beloved younger 
brother of Fr. Joseph Vadakedathu CMI.

Ÿ December 11 - Mary Thomas (80) the beloved mother of Fr. Sanil 
Vettathel CMI.

Ÿ December 15 - Mrs. Cathreena (64), the beloved sister of Sr. Gracy 
SSA.

Ÿ December 23 - Varkey Kunnathu (77) brother-in-law of Sr. Lima 
Rose SABS.

October - December 2020
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