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PASTORAL LETTER

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Lay Faithful,

As we begin another Liturgical Year, with the start of the Season of the Annunciation
(Advent), I send you my prayerful wishes. The season of the Annunciation (Advent) is a
time in which we prepare ourselves to celebrate the great festival of Christmas in a genuinely

Christian way. The word annunciation indicates the announcement of the Most Precious Gift
of God to the creation especially to you and me. Jesus Christ, the Savior is God's ineffable
gift to the humanity as well to the whole creation. I would like to reflect with you something

on this Precious Gift of God the Father.

Why did God give such a Precious gift to the humanity? Couldn't he find another

alternative? We get answers to these questions from the Evangelist St. John. "For God so

loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life" (John 3:16). Yes, we have such a loving Father and His
love is unconditional. Thus, Christmas is a celebration of the remembrance of God's
unconditional love for us. Every time we celebrate, we re-enact this unconditional love of
God the Father. Therefore, in our Christmas celebrations too, the virtue of 'love' must be

manifested. This genuine love is visible on the face of the Baby Jesus who is at the rl&flger.
with an innocent smile, gazing at Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph and the little creatures

around Him who are the symbols of whole creation for whom He has arrived. Just like Baby

Jesus who smiles at the creation, during this Christmas season let us smile at our fellow
being, spread the joy of the incarnation to our families, society, Church and world atlarge.
Pope Francis, in his twitter message clearly says, "we need smiling Christians, not that they
take things lightly, because they are filled with the joy of God, because they believe in love
and live to serve". Dear people of God, during this Christmas, let us give genuine smiles to
all who are around us because love begins with a smile.

We all love to receive various gifts from various people- our parents, teachers, friends and
benefactors. But how do we receive them? I mean with what attitude do we receive them?
Do we really say 'thank you'? Definitely, when we think about our sinfulness and failures,
how much of gratitude and love should we have to our eternal Father? In the Holy Qurbana,
after the institution narrative the priest says, ooYou have showered upon us such grateful gift
for which we can never thank you enough". Yes, if we think about the gift of God the Father
to us i.e. Jesus our Lord, we have no sufficient words of gratitude in return. However, He
expects us to share His love with our fellow human beings. Therefore, the second point I i,
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would like to reflect with is sharing the joy of God with our fellow beings. How can we
share this joy with others? In order to share something first and foremost we should have
resources with us. If our heart is empty then definitely, we can never give. Therefore, we
should fill our hearts of with the joy and love of God the Father. It is possible only through
spending time with Him in prayer, reflection of the Word of God and contemplation. The
result of our investment of spending time with Him will be manifested in our life i.e. our
relation with others. Though God the Father gave us His Most precious gift to the humanity
even today many are ignorant about this gift and some have not even heard about Him.
Therefore, our duty is not Just to keep it with us but to share it with others. Thus St. Paul in
his second letter to the Corinthians says, "But just as you excel in everything-in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us-see that
you also excel in this grace of giving". Like the shepherds in the Gospel, who first
received the Good news of the birth of the Savior, to carry it into the world, as Christians and
missionaries, we too are called to proclaim Christ, the Universal Savior in the land of
Saurashtra and Kutch. Pope Francis in his letter, announcing the extraordinary month of
mission wrote. "I hope that all communities will devote the necessary effort to advancing
along the path of a pastoral and missionary efforts that cannot leave things as they presently
are. 'Mere administration' can no longer be enough. Throughout the world, let us be
'permanently in a state of mission. Let us not fear to undertake, with trust in God and great
courage, "a missionary option capable of transforming everything, so that the Church's
customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably
channeled for the evangelization of today's world rather than for her self-preseryation".

My dear brothers and sisters, during this Christmas season, let us reflect on the purpose of
our call as missionaries chosen by God to fulfill His Will in this land. Just like the Shepherds
in the Gospel, am I ready to carry the Good News of salvation to the people around me? Just
like Mary and Joseph celebrated Christmas with the poor Shepherds and the rich Kings, Am
I ready to include all categories of people- rich and poor, young and old, and people of other
faiths in my community and houses? Like the wise men of the East who offered gift to the
Child Jesus, what gift do I have to offer to Child Jesus during this Christmas Season?

My dear brothers and sisters, let our Christmas celebration be truly Christian and let it be a
meaningful one. I extend my sincere best wishes to you and to your loved ones for a joyful
and blessed Season of Christmas. May the Divine Child, shower His choicest blessings and
graces upon all ofyou.

Yours in our Lord

N.B: This pastoral letter is to be read in all our parishes and semi-parishes on Sunday,
l't December or 8ft December 2}lg
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