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Pastoral Letter

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters and Lay Faithful,

With joy and gratitude we, the Indian Christians are going to celebrate the two significant and
important events - the Feast of the Assumption of our Blessed Mother into heaven and the
Independence Day of our Mother land. I wish each and every one of you a Happy Feast and a
Blessed Independence Day. Let us thank the Almighty for these double blessings in our life - the
blessing of our Blessed Mother to be our model and inspiration, and for the blessing of our Mother
land where we enjoy freedom in our country. Indeed, these double events remind us to reflect on
some important aspects our life.

The feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary recalls us to reflect on the eschatological
dimension of the life of Mary and our life too; and it is not just the last phase of her life but more
than that Mary is filled with grace for the mission- the mission to cooperate with the Divine Plan of
Salvation. Because of the way she lived her life on the Earth, submitting herself totally to the Will of
her Creator, walking in His path, the fulfilment of her life can be seen in her Assumption. Therefore,
the Assumption refers to the fulfillment of her life which indeed is the hope of every Christian. Just
like any one of us, our Blessed Mother, as a human being had to undergo various struggles,
temptations and soffows. As Holy Simeon prophesied about Mary, "a sword will pierce your own
soul", her earthly sojourn was filled with numerous sufferings and difficulties but the uniqueness of
Mary of Gospel was always in a move, reflecting in her heart about the plan of God for her life for
the salvation of the people. And this reflection enabled her to carry the daily cross in her life.
Therefore, she never muttered a word against her Creator. All these Mary allowed in her life not
because she had no other choice but she realizedthat her Creator can never bring anything evil in her
life but only good, and thus she surrendered herself fully and totally to the Will of God. Therefore,
God blessed and honored her with the beatific vision in heaven and now she shares Jesus'
resurrection which is promised to all. From this we understand that Mary's Assumption is a
celebration of human hope. Mary proclaims that our faith in Jesus will blossom into perfect
communion with him if we live our life in hope.

Today's modern fickle world often loses this hope and tends to think that our life is only here and
now. These modem philosophies and thoughts lead many people to give up their faith in the hope of
new life, and many are living in a dilemma of meaninglessness of life. And how can we overcome
these problems? I think when we have such unanswered problems and doubts in our life, when we
struggle to get a solution, we have a person with the right answers to guide us i.e. our Blessed
Mother. Mary through her life tells us that our participation in the mission of God will not be in vain
and whatever we do with an open heart, with full freedom, definitely we will have blessed destiny.
Thus, let us draw inspiration from our Blessed Mother by surrendering ourselves to God, accepting
His Will in our life. When we realize our vocation as Christians, we should be able to say, just like
St. Paul said, "it is not I who live but Christ who lives in me". For this we need to get rid of our
comfort zones, fear and prejudices.

Today we Christians have a greater responsibility to fulfill in this world, i.e. to continue the Mission
of Jesus entrusted to us. And what is that mission? Our mission is to preach the Good News to the
whole creatures which means to liberate the creatures from bondages and slavery, to liberate the
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Mother Earth from the destructive powers, and to liberate human beings from the evil forces like
fundamentalism, violence, hatred, murders, etc. and to build a world of peace and harmony where
everyone can live. This is what Jesus told, "Peace I leave you and my peace I give you". And we
should realize that in order to spread this peace to the society in which we live, first of all we should
be filled with the peace of Christ that we get from prayer and constant reflection. And once we
experience it, definitely we can never keep it with us but to spread in the society in which we live.
This feast of Assumption should enable us to imitate our blessed Mother who is the perfect disciple
of Jesus and Mother of all Christians who always cherished in virtues (Ref. LG 55,61).

The Second significant event we celebrate on August 15 is the Independence Day of Our Mother
India. This event also is very much associated with the first celebration- Assumption. We often use
the word freedom in our speeches, classrooms, sernons and daily life. I think it is one of the most
misinterpreted words in English because by freedom many people think that it is the possibility to
do/ think whatever one wants. Was it for that type of a freedom, our great leaders fought for? I do
not think so. I think it is time to reflect on this beautiful word 'freedom'. Pope John Paul II
beautifully explains about freedom, "Freedom consists not in doing what rve like, but in having the
right to do what we ouglrt to do". Our great leaders of the nation fought for these rights, - right to
live peacefully, right to pray in one's own ways, right to build a nation lvith its true Spirit and right
to live in dignity. So. it is good to reflect whether lve have achieved that true lieedom rvhich our
forefathers fought for. Yes. of course our country has succeeded great achievements in varir:rus
fields- Science and T'echnology, Hclucation, Infi'astructure, I{ealth etc. hor,r,ever are rve exper:iencing
the true fi'eedorn? The terrible events wlrich are reported in Social N4edia these d:iys are quite
li'ightening and shocking. Without mentioning any of these, I would like to further rellect r.vith ,vou
on true freedom. The tnre freedom consists of accepting the other as my brother and sister and we
are all God's children. If God is our F'ather and, when our fellor.v brothers/ sisters face persecution
and suff'erings of various kinds, ceur I just sit and enjoy? If'these events do nclt afl'ect us or touch our
hearts, it is tirne to think about our vocation as C'liristians, Missionaries as rvell as human beings. As
we ret'lected above, Mary a perfect disciple of .lesus, and i\4other of all Christians rvas really
disturbed by the problems around her and she was ah,vays r,vith the people lvho undenvent suflbrings
and problems. In the wedding at Cana she was with a needy family; at the foot of the Cross she lvas
with Her Son partaking in l{is suffering; and after the crucifixion of .lesus Mary was also with the
Apostles, pra,ving together in the 

.Upper 
room. 'fhus, her silent presence gave strength to l:ler Son,

courage to the Apostles ruTd blessing to a neecly f'amil""".

I\,{y clear brothers and sisters, as we celebrate these tr.vo great events, let us also become the
messengers of peace. Wlren people struggle economically, rnentally, physically and socially let us

reach out to them like Mary. When Mother Earth suffers due to various exploitations and selfishness
of many people, let us join our hands and protect our nature and its wealth through our various
activities. And finally let us realize the tnre meaning of freedorn and thank God for the gift of
freedom; Let us also pray fcrr our Country- the rulers of our country, the soldiers who have dedicated
their service for the nzrtion. all those people rnho serve the people of this nntion in vzuious lvays. Let
tus ol'ler our Mother Church to our Blessed Mother Mary so thal she may intercede fbr us constattly.

Once again, I wish you a happy feast of the Assumption of our Lady and a happy Independence Day.

N.B: This Pastoral Letter is to be read in all our parishes and semi-parishes on Sunday, 1 lth August
2019 or on Thursday 15tl'August20lg

Yours in our Lord,

tJose Chiuooparambil CMI
Bishop of Rajkot


